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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
Nature ot Study 
This is a descriptive and exploratory study of seventeen fathers 
of male delinquents. aged fitteen to seventeen. who were under probationary 
supervision tor the offense ot Using an Auto without Authority or Larceny 
ot Auto. 
Purpose and Scope of Study 
In the literature on the etiology of delinquency, the mother-child 
1 relationship receives the greatest attention. The father. too, has a crit-
1\ ical role within the family. For the children. he stands aa the powerful 
person behind the mother representing the restrictive demands ot society. 
As the child desires to possess the omnipotent qualities ot his father. he 
identifies with father. taking on these characteristics and thus developing 
his superego. The male child continues his identification with father 
1 through the oedipal period thus developing his concepts of masculinity and 
'I 
masculine behavior. It was felt important to gain some understanding of 
how these fathers are fulfilling their role as father and husband. It ia 
hoped that this understanding will aid toward knowledge of the etiology of 
delinquency and the needs to be met in treatment. 
The study is centered in the Juvenile Frobation Department of the 
Third District Court ot Eastern Middlesex County in Massachusetts. The dat 
- - -- - ======"'-====ifo.===-=-= 
1 
1
1 history. attitudes regarding own mother and tather. attitudes toward and 
11 manner of relating to authority flgures. attitudes toward his son in a 
II 
variety of areas, view of the delinquency as a 1ymptoa. and role of father 
within the family. The responses were then categorized and tabled. 
-----
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CHAPTER II 
REVIEI'f OF TEE LITERATURE 
Familial Role or the Father 
Much has been written about parent-child relationships with regard 
to moat of the ~ptoms that are exhibited by children. It is also true 
that this title has been used within the study ot delinquency. However, 
with most of the articles entitled Parent-child Relationships, it becomes 
evident that mother-child relationships receive the greatest attention. 
The father is all too often lett out or the family picture. With the popu-
lar interest in psychiatry and rela.ted fields, one begins to wonder if the 
father feels lett out or if he considers his role unimportant. 
nr. Josselyn points out that the family is a unit in itself within 
society. Much attention has been given to the individual neuroses and 
1 psychoses, but this attention must be balanced with attention to the family 
11 as an atmosphere tor healthy growth. In order to do this, each member of 
the family muat ·be known and the interaction between members understood. 1 
Although little has been written about the father, his role in the 
family, and his part in the etiology of delinquency, it was early recog-
nized that the father had a role in the family and the raising of the ohil-
dren. 
Our attitude to society and its members has a certain standard form. 
It gets its imprint from the family and the emotional relationships 
set up within the family. Therefore the parents, especially the 
1Irene Josselyn, "The Family as a Psychological Unit,• Social 
Casework, vol. 34 (October, 1953), P• 336. 
3 
father, assume overwhelming responsibility for the social orienta-
tion of the ohild."2 
For about the first two years of the infant's life, the mother is 
1 the more important figure through her satisfying of the ohild•s needs. By 
II about two years of age, the ohild is able to tolerate oertain restrictions 
I 
11 without violent outbursts of anger. The earliest feelings toward the 
1 father, beginning at about this time, revolve around admiration tor his 
j strength and power. The father begins to be seen as the giver ot material 
lj 
things and the power behind the mother. The father, in contrast to the 
mother, remains less familiar and is removed by his greatness. The ohild 
wishes to beoome great like him, to possess his omnipotent qualities, and 
begins to imitate him. •rt is the father's role, even more so than the 
mother's, to impersonate for the growing child the restrictive demands in-
herent in the oode ot every civilized sooiety."3 Thus begins the ohild•s 
internalization of the demands of sooiety and the development of his super-
ego. 
Both boys and girls develop their first oonoepts ot masculinity 
from the father. As the male ohild passes through the Oedipal period, be-
ginning at about the age ot four, he desires to possess the mother. The 
father stands as a ~bol of rivalry and authority. To resolve this oon-
fliot, the boy identifies with the masculine father and takes on his 
2August Aiohorn, Wayward Youth, P• 120. 
3Anna Freud and Dorothy Burlingham, Infants without Families, P• 87· 
·- --==H==-==:;,_ 
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II 
characteristics. It has been suggested that the father will fill his role 
in the family in eight ways. 
1. Companion and inspiration for the mother; 
2. Awakener of the emotional potentials of his child; 
3• Beloved friend and teacher to his ohild; 
4• Ego ideal for masculine love, ethios, and morality; 
5• Model for sooial and vocational behavior; 
6. Stabilizing influence for solution of the Oedipus oo.mplex; 
7• Protector, mentor, and hero for grade sobpol child; 
8. Counselor and friend for the adolescent. ·4 
Let us consider the sociological changes in the family. In the 
past the father was a part of the family always present, having close con-
tact with his children. Living was at that time largely rural or the 
occupation of the father was carried on in the home. The children saw 
father at his work and at his play. They saw how he related with his 
friends who visited, and they saw him with hia business associates. Father 
was the disciplinarian and the all-powerful authority person in the family. 
1 His tender feelings for his children, often viewed aw being feminine, 
'I could be covered up by a reverence for him as the omnipotent person. 
I With the move toward urban living, and the new concepts in child 
rearing, this bas changed. Father is no longer in the home for his work. 
He commutes to his job and most of the waking hours of the child are spent 
without a father. With modern methods of child discipline, the discipline 
is intended to be closer to the aot. The threat of "wait •til your father 
comes home" ia no longer the accepted form of discipline. When father does 
I oome home he does not know the circumstances of the misdeed and he does not 
ll--4o. Spurgeon English, "The Psychological Role of the Father in the 
Family." Social Casework. vol. 35 {Oc~ober. 1954). P• 328. 
===== -~====~==-==-~-=-=--
feel the necessity at punishing out of anger at the child. This leads to 
the removal of the father from his superego promoting role, so familiar in 
the past. It has depri-ved the father of the familiar manner of manifesting 
his fatherliness. This has led to a searoh for new ways of fulfilling 
this role. 
The ideal of aooiety as seen in olubs, business, colleges, sports, 
eto. is for the rugged and tough male. Expression.& at love are considered 
effeminate. Father is left without a manner of expressing his affection 
for his children. A return to the old way of relating is not the answer, 
but it remains to define a new way at manifesting it. 
Our inability to define it (!atherlinesv indicates how little we 
know of it • • • The broad challenge is to define the expression 
of paren~hood within the structure of masculine and feminine psy-
chology. 
It is true that fathers do not understand how to fulfill their 
role any more than do the professional personnel. 
Fathers and Delinquency 
It is a matter of common knowledge that one cause of the delin-
quency of adolescents and pre-adolescents in war and postwar peri-
ods is the incompleteness at ~he family setting owing to the fa-
ther's absence in the Foroea. 
This tact has been. noted also by Kaufman who discusses three points 
found in oommon in the pre-delinquent character. 
5Irene Josselyn, "The Psyohology of Fatherliness," Smith College 
Studies in Social Work, vol. 26 (February, 1956), P• 13• 
~reud and Burlingham, op. oit., P• 85. 
6 
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1. 
2. 
Traumas the specific trauma of losing a parent figure. 
Specific kinds of' disturbance in psychosexual development, [i.e. 
fixations at pregenital levels of psychosexual development.;] 
Specific kinds of' ego and superego disturbance. 1 
The trauma of' losing a parent figure is not only in relation to a 
physical loss. The same effect results fran an emotional loss or with-
drawal of' the love by the parent figure. 
Another author points out that delinquent children do not become 
so overnight. 
Because of their own intrapsychic difficulties, many parents remain 
at an emotional distance f'rQm their children, and do not see rather 
obvious symptoms progress, resulting in the "problem" child. It is 
otten mistakenly assumed that if parents and children are together, 
the parents actually know and care for their ohildren.8 
The largest group of' delinquents are characterized by difficulties 
arising in periods prior to the Oedipal period. It has been suggested 
that it a mother is severely orally depriving of her children, the father 
could prevent or mitigate the severity of the symptaas whioh may later 
develop in the child.9 
Flugel relates antisocial behavior to authority as embodied in the 
f'amily constellation. Antisocial behavior may be a reaching out for author 
ity following inadequate paternal authority to help the child control his 
7Irving Kaufman, "Three Basio Sources for Pre-delinquent Character, • 
The Nervous Child, vol. 11 (October, 1955) P• 12. 
~ugh Mullan, "Fathers and Children", Leoture published by the 
Auxiliary Council of the Association for the Advancement of Psychoanalysis, 
P• 4• 
9Engliah, op. oit., P• 329• 
---
-=-===== 
impulses. On the other hand this same type of behavior may be derived from 
a hatred of authority figures. possibly primarily the father. It is an un-
oonsoioua resisting of the authority ot the parents in a displaced form in 
infringements of the laws. He further points out that the nature and dura-
tion of the feelings of envy, jealousy and hate whioh a child is liable to 
experience toward one or both of the parents are to a very considerable 
10 
extent dependent on the behavior of this parent toward the ohild. 
This latter oonoept is described by other authors who specify the 
laok in paternal behavior toward the child. 
Early and complete revolt against the father ••• whioh is not kept 
in bounds and neutralized by the normal loving side of the relation-
ship. may lead to an estrangement from or break with all the moral 
demaDds ot which the father was the representative, e.nd1fbus to the commonest form ot dissocial aDd deliDquent development. 
It has been noted by several writers that 
aDtisocial aotiDg out of a .child is unconsciously iDitiated. fos-
tered, and sanotioDed by the parents, who vicariously achieve grat-
itioatioD tor their own poorly integrated torbiddeD tmpulses through 
a child•s aotiDg out. ODe or both parents in addition uncoDsoiously 
experience gratification tor their own hostile and destructive 
~ish~ toward the child. who is repeatedly destroyed by his behav-
J.or. 
I The adolescent actually may be pushed into delinquency by overt or unoon-
19ohn Fluge1, The Psycho-Analytic Study ot the Family. P• 119. 
11Freud and Burlingham, op. oit., P• 88· 
12Mary Giffin, Adelaide Johnson, and Edward Litin, "Antisocial 
Acting Out, A Sy.mposium", American JourDal ot Orthopsychiatry, vol. 21 
(October, 1954), P• 669· 
8 
9 
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soious parental provooation. 13 Unoouaoious hostility of parents toward 
their own sibli.ngs may be transferred to their ohildren.14 
Fathers consciously or more often unoonsoiously attempt to have 
their children follow in their paths. They attempt to fulfill their own 
lives through those at their children. Punishment is often administered 
'I by fathers more or less vindictively for the purpose of restoring the 
father's hurt pride and not for the good of the child.15 
Kaufman points out the sado-masochistic orientation of the family 
1 as it affects the ohild•s conoept of men and women. The male is seen as 
II not only the aggressive person, but also as the sadistically aggressive 
individual in the family. Men are perceived as destructive, aggressive, 
and omnipotent.16 In another study, the pattern of the parents was of a 
pa1sive father and a frustrated, hostile mother. 17 Both extremes would 
raise real difficulty for the boy in terms of his masculine identification. 
In a study done in. England comparing a group ot delinquent and non-
1 delinqueDt boys, one of the findings was that many delinquents do not 
II 
identify with their fathers (i.e. do not say they have their father's ways}, 
presumably beoause they feel rejected by their fathers. Therefore, the 
13Harris Peok and VirgiDia Bellsmith, Treatment of the Delinquent 
Adolescent, P• 37• 
14Leo Bartemeier, "The Contribution of the Father to the ·Mental 
Health of the Family," The American Journal of Psychiatry, vol. 110 
(October, 1953 ) , P• 280. 
l5.Mullan, op. oit., P• 3• 
16Kaufman, op. oit., P• 13. 
17uartin Falsberg, "Setting Limits with the JuveDile Delinquent", 
Social Casework, _vol. 2_8_ (March, 19~7), P•_ ~39• 
oonoept of faulty paternal and maternal child relationships (or of dual 
parental rejection, with special emphasis on paternal rejection) rather 
thau maternal deprivation are therefore advanced as useful alternative 
aetiological descriptions especially in the field of delinquenoy. 18 
In another study of boys who had stolen oars, using the Ror schaoh 
Ink Blots, there was found evidence of difficulty in masculine identifica-
tion. The attitude of these boys toward people, both men and women, was 
frequently suspicious and critioal.19 
As the father seems so important in the etiology of delinquency 
one questions why the fathers ot these boys are not more fully involved 
in the treatment ot the delinquent, both in the probation setting and in 
the court clinic. Perhaps it may be that the attempts to involve the 
father are not successful because ot the type of in.di vidual a that father 
such boys. Or perhaps it is solely the lack ot personnel within the field 
to treat all members of the family • . 
Peok and Bellamith disouu the availability of these parents for 
treatment. Selection ot parents ot delinquents tor treatment depends on 
various factors, a chief conaideratiou of which is the role that the 
18n. G. Andry, "Faulty Paternal and Maternal-Child Relationships, 
Affection and Delinquency," The British Journal of Delinquency, vole 8 
(July, 1957), P• 48· 
19w •. w. Wattenberg, I. F. Franklin, and Frank Quiroz, "Clinical 
Psychologic Studies of Auto Thieves•, Journal ot Clinical and Experimental 
Psyohopathology and Quarterly Review of Psychiatry and Neurology, vol. 16 
(Ootober .. Deoember, 1955), P• 294• 
10 
I 
parents play in the adolescent's life. Whether a parent can be involved in 
treatment depends chietly upon the extent at his positive interest and 
depth ot his involvement in the child's welfare. "Such positive factors are 
often present in even the most outwardly rejecting parent.tt20 
As the parents usually gain sane sort of gratification from the 
child's delinquent behavior. it is highly important that they, too. have an 
opportunity to redirect their drives. These parents often see treatment as 
a challenge to their own authority over the adolescent and feel that the 
' worker will became a rival.21 
Summary of Literature 
A child•s emotional relationship to his father begins later than to 
his mother, fran about the second year on. It is possible that the father 
could prevent or mitigate the seriousness ot problems it recognized even 
j before this. either by support to the mother or direct satisfaction ot the 
ohild•s needs. However. fran about the second year on the father has a 
great responsibility in the raising ot the children. He is the model for 
socially acceptable modes of behavior as the child internalizes these. 
Later be represents the first concepts of masculinity and for the boy re-
mains a model for male identification. 
The sociological changes from rural to urban .living with the resul-
l tant changes in family living have separated the father further from his 
children. The new forms of living have changed the father's role with re-
gard to discipline. They have deprived the father of his authoritarian 
20peok and Bellsmith. op. cit •• P• 56• 
2libid., P• 17• ~~======================= 
11 
omnipotence and thus robbed him of his shield :for expressing his love and 
11 a.f'f'ection for his children. unacceptable expressions for the masouline man. 
The socially acceptable identification of delinquent boys with their 
fathers is impaired both in the internalization of acceptable modes of be-
havior in superego formation and in the masculine identification. The ea.rlyj 
loss ot a. parent figure is a. frequent characteristic of these children. 
This loss need not be physical as an emotional separation can be just as 
devastating. Antisocial behavior may be a reaching out for controls to 
help the child handle his impulses or it may be a revolt against the author• 
ity of the father when the relationship is not balanced by love. 
Frequently overt a.oting out is seen as being fostered by the parent 
to satisfy his own poorly integrated impulses. The common sa.do~sochistio 
,, orientation of the family leaves the boy with ooDfusion as to masculine-
feminine identifications. 
II Treatment of parents of delinquents including the fathers is felt 
to be essential in order that they have an opportunity to redirect their 
1 
own drives. Whether they can be involved depends chiefly upon their posi• 
1 tive interest in the child as many view treatment as a. challenge to their 
authority over the child. 
12 
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CHAPTER III 
METHODOLOGY 
Setting 
The setting of this study is the Probation Department of the Third 
District Court of Eastern Middlesex County located in East Cambridge, 
II Massaohusetts. The jurisdictional area covers the City of Cwnbridge and 
the adjacent towns of Arlington and Belmont, with a total population, 
according to the 1955 census, of 175..,896. This court has the duty ot hear-
ing and disposing of juvenile offenses committed within the jurisdictional 
area regardless of residence of the offender. 
Cambridge is a large urban and industrial center with many sub-
standard housing areas. The majority of the court's business oames from 
its 98,958 residents. Cambridge also is a oenter for higher learning with 
several college campuses established in the early years of this country. 
The population is predominantly white with about halt being foreign born. 
Roman Catholicimn is the predominant religion. 
Arlington and Belmont, populations 47,148 and 29..,790 respectively, 
are residential suburbia bordering on Cambridge. Most of the residents 
commute outside of town to business, as these towns have no major busi-
nesses but do contain shopping centers and service shops. Neither ot these 
towns have severe housing blights. 
The Court is in session five and one-halt days per week, of which 
two mornings are reserved for hearing Juvenile oases. The sessions are 
apart tram the adult court and are closed to the public. Present at the 
hearing are the presiding Justice, Clerk of Courts, Court Officer, Probation 
Officer, complainants or clinic personnel if involved, parent and ohild. 
13 
- 1\ The hearing is informal, although due process of law is followed. In this 
II juvenile court, the presiding justice does not wear judicial robes and is 
seated at a desk slightly elevated from the main floor, facing a long 
table at which sits the child between his parents. The judge usually talks 
informally with the child and parents prior to making a finding or dis-
position. The child is then ordered to stand as the clerk reads the find-
ing. 
II The staff of the Probation Department of the Third District Court 
consists of a chief probation officer, who is administrative officer and 
casework supervisor, and seven probation officers ·including two wanen. 
I Juvenile oases are inveat~gated and supervised by three of ~ these officers-two male officers and one female. Cases are usually assigned to the proba-
tion officer of the same sex except in the oases of some pre-adolescent 
boys who are assigned to the female officer. 
When a complaint is made against a juvenile, a child under the age of 
seventeen, it is the probation officer who takes the identif'ying information 
regarding the child and his family. A hearing is then held to determine 
1whether there is sufficient evidence for a finding of delinquency. The 
II evidence is presented by the complainant, or the police. The parents or 
II guardian is ·informed of the hearing and at least one parent must accompany 
1 the child to court for each hearing. 
Followin.g the finding of Delinquency, there is usually a oonti:nuanoe 
I
I of about three weeks before disposition is made. During this period, the 
probation officer makes a pre-hearing investigation to understand the back-
!ground and character of the offender. For this the probatio:n officer i:nter-
1 views the child, makes a home visit to i:nterview the parents, and contacts 
14 · 
social agencies to wham the family is known. the school. the church. police. 
I and the Board of Probation if the family is known here. This material is 
11 then presented to the Court and the Probation 
as to disposition which is discussed prior to 
II parents to the courtroom. 
Officer makes a recamnendation 
the entrance of child and 
The Judge has various choices open for the disposition of a case. 
If the case is not dismissed or filed at this point. the child can be com-
1 mitted to the Youth Service Board, be placed on a Suspended Sentence to the 
I Youth SerTice Board, or be placed on probation. In addition .the child can 
be referred to one of the two psychiatric clinics located within the Court 
II buildil:lg• Ol:le of these ia the Cambrid.ge Clinic Project. a ·clil:lic of the 
State Divisiol:l of Legal Medioil:le. The other is the Judge Baker Pilot Train-
ll ing Project, a clinic established by a grant from the National Institute ot 
I. Mental Health for the research methods in the training of personnel in the 
tfield of Juvenile Delinquency. These clinics will make a diagnosis of the 
I 
child and family and make a recommendation to the court. The child and 
I family may then be referred again to the clinics tor treatment. 
I When a child is placed on probation or a suspended sentence, he is 
Ito report to his probation officer at certain intervals. Usually this ia 
ll about every two weeks. The probation officer keeps contact with his adjust-
ment in the community through the boy. the school and any other reports he 
may receive. Should no problems arise in the boy•s behavior it is possible 
that the parents are not seen after the pre-hearing investigation is com-
pleted until the boy next appears in court for a review of hia probation. 
There is a reality problem in this. The Probation Department atatis-
15 
tics show that 256 findings of Delinquency were made against boys in the 
year 1957• As of December 31, 1957 there were a total of 182 boys on proba-
tion or otherwise under supervision by the two male probation officers. 
With the uncontrollable intake of this agency and the necessary time spent 
in pre-hearing investigations and supervision of the boy himself, it is 
virtually impossible for the probation officers to carry the parents in 
casework treatment. 
Sample 
The sample was chosen from a review of the forty-eight boys current-
ly oD probation for the offenses of using an Auto without Authority or Lar-
ceny of Auto. These two offenses constitute the largest group of delinquent 
boys known to the court and adjudged delinquent. In 1957 there were sevent 
one findings of Delinquency for these two offenses. The next largest group 
was forty-six for Breaking, Entering and Larceny. Of the forty-eight boys 
on probation for Auto offenses during the two months of this study, twenty-
nine had fathers living in the home where the boy resides. Seven were ex-
cluded because they already had a treatment contact with either of the two 
clinics located in the court setting. Four of the boys were institutional-
ized prior to the contact with the father so were excluded from the study. 
The remaining eighteen fathers were sent letters by the boy's 
Probation Officer, using the authority of the Court to arrange an appoint• 
ment with the writer "in the interest of their son's progress on probation." 
(See letter Appendix A). All but one of this group kept the appointment 
although there were many changes and. several missed the first appointment 
as it was scheduled. Each father was seen for one interview varying from 
16 
forty-five minutes .to one and one-half hours. Statistical background 
characteristics were obtained from the Juvenile Probation face sheet. The 
father was not told this was research as it was felt he would then not 
cooperate in the giving of information. One father, however, directly 
I questioned if this was research and was answered in the affirmative with 
the qualification that the material discussed was confidential and would 
'I not enter any court record. However, a recommendation could be made to the 
I 
Probation Officer if the father and this interviewer together felt such was 
needed. These latter points were made with each father. 
Schedule 
I A schedule of the areas of interest (see Appendix B for schedule) 
1j was prepared prior to the interviewing. The statistical background informa 
I· tion, gathered from the Probation records before seeing each father, in-
cluded ages, residence and birthplaces, religion, work and/or schooling 
1 of the father, mother, boy and siblings, Social Service Index where known, 
I 
I 
I 
and the description from the court record of the offense and dispbsition. 
The areas of interest for the interview included the father's work 
history, type and length of jobs, reasons :f'or leaving past jobs, and 
schooling. The father's attitudes toward the court and probation were dis• 
cussed and included were his past contacts with the court as an adult and 
in overt delinquencies, his presence in court with his son and his recol-
lection of the disposition. The father's attitude toward this interviewer 
as an authority figure was a lao noted. 
The father• s attitude toward his son was discussed in regard to 
the offense, school, dating, work, and vocational aspirations. His feeling 
17 
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about the boy's problems through his view of the offense as a symptom. and 
his peroeption of early symptoms espeoially in regard to aohool and in 
relation to peers and siblings were discussed with his desoription of the 
boy's person.ality and need for psyohiatrio help. 
The father's role within the family was noted in his participation 
in aoti vi ties with his son, his role in the discipline, and disoussion of 
his wife. His view of his ·own parents• interest in htmwas also questioned. 
Limitations of the Study 
The major limitation of this study of fathers is that eaoh father 
was seen only onoe. It must be remembered that the interviews were oon-
duoted in an authoritarian setting. Therefore the material presented re-
lates to the individual father's oonoept of authority and how he relates to 
authority persons. For this reason the material regarding the father's 
descriptions of himself and his son may be oolored by the faot that a real 
treatment relationship had not been established. In addition every item 
of the sohedule was not oovered with eaoh father. 
There is also the limitation of subjeotivity on the part of this 
author. Material regarding the father's means of relating both to the 
interviewer and to his son are based on impressions derived from statements 
and omissions made by the _,father in the interview. 
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CHAPTER IV 
DATA RESULTS 
The followi ng material, reviewed in Tables 1 through 9. oovers 
some general oharaoteristios ot these fathers. The ages of these fathers 
at present and at the time of their son's birth are presented in Table 1. 
TABLE 1 
AGES OF FATHERS AT PRESENT .AND AT BOY• S BIRTH 
At Boy's Birth 
Present 
20-24 25-29 3D-34 35-39 40-44 Total 
40-44 2 2 4 
45-49 1 5 6 
50-54 1 3 4 
55-59 1 1 2 
Total 2 3 6 4 1 16• 
* One father's birthdate is unknown. 
The present age range is from 40 to 60 with fifteen or the seven-
teen fathers now between forty and fifty-tour. The largest number, ten, 
were in their thirties at the time of the son•a birth. Three were between 
twenty-five and twenty-nine. 
Religion and regularity of attendance are presented in Table 2. 
Regular attendance inoludes those fathers who attend ohuroh at least twioe 
II per month. The category of irregular includes those attending at less 
19 
frequent intervals. 
Attendance 
TABLE 2 
RELIGION 
Religious Faith 
Catholio Protestant Jewish Unknown Total 
Regular 5 1 6 
Irregular ~ 2 5 
Never ~ ~ 
Unknown 1 1 1 ~ 
Total 12 4 1 17 
Twelve fathers are Catholio. four are Protestant. None were 
Jewish. Six profess regular ohuroh a.ttendanoe. five irregular. and three 
never attend. 
The father's present residenoe is related to birthplace in Table~· 
TABLE 3 
PRESENT RESIDENCE RELATED TO BIRTHPLACE 
Same Town Neighboring Town OUt of State Out of Country 
4 8 3 1 
Twelve fathers have taken up residenoe either in the same town or 
20 
in a neighboring town to their birthplace. 
Eduoation listing the last year of sohool attended is presented 
in Table 4• 
Grammar Trade 
1 
TABLE 4 
EDUCATION 
High Sohool 
1 2 3 4 
2 1 1 4 
Advanoed 
1 
Unknown 
4 
At least ten of the fathers have had some sohooling beyond 
grammar school. Only five finished high sohool and one attended a business 
sohool. 
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The number ot children in eaoh tam.ily and the rank ot the de1in-
quent son are compared in Table 5• 
TABIB 5 
NUMBER OF CHILDREN AND RANK OF DELINQUENT SON 
Number ot Rank ot Delinquent Son Among Children 
Children 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Total 
1 2 2 
2 1 4 
3 1 1 
4 1 1 2 4 
5 2 1 3 
6 1 1 2 
7 
8 
9 1 1 
Total 6 6 1 1 17 
Sixteen of the families had tewer than seven children. In twelve 
or almost three-tourths ot the families, the delinquent son is the tirst or 
second ohildo In seven oases he is the youngest, two ot which are only 
children. 
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In Table 6 the number of' boys is related to the rank of' the delin-
quent son among the boys. 
TABLE 6 
NUMBER OF BOYS AND RANK OF DELINQUENT SON 
Number of' Rallk 
Boy a 
1 2 3 4 5 Total 
1 6 6 
2 l 2 3 
3 2 1 1 4 
4 1 1 1 3 
5 1 1 
Total 10 4 1 1 1 17 
The Dumber of' boys per family ranges fran one to :U ve. In ten 
oases the delinquent son is the first boy in the f'amily. In six of' these 
oases this was the only boy in the family. In :f'ive oases, not in.oluding 
the only sons, the delinquent boy was the youngest soiJ in the family. 
The type of present employment and years employed on this job are 
presented in Table 7• 
TABLE 7 
PRESENT EMPLOYMENT AND YEARS EMPLOYED 
Years 
Employment 
Less thAn Broken More than Unkliown Total 
16 Service 10 
Professional 
Clerioal 2 2 
Skilled 2 1 3 6 
Unskilled 2 4 6 
Self-employed 2 1 3 
Total 4 1 11 1 17 
Twelve of these fathers are skilled or unskilled workers. Three 
are self-employed and two are in olerioal employment. Eleven of the seven-
teen have been on their present jobs longer than ten years. 
Motility in the type of employment oan be seen in Table 8. Up means 
the present employment indicates greater experience or training to fulfill 
the job. Motility in years indicates the length of time spent in the 
present employment compared to past employment. 
TABIB 8 
STABILITY OF EMPLOYMENT IN TYPE AND YEARS 
Motility in Type 
Up 
Same 
Down 
Unknown 
Total 
Motility in Years 
Longer Same Shorter Unknown 
6 
4 
2 
12 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
Total 
8 
6 
2 
1 
17 
Eight or almost one-half are employed on jobs requiring greater 
experience or training. Twelve have been on their present jobs longer 
than on jobs held in the past. 
25 
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I'D Tables 9 and 10 the .father's antisocial behavior is preseDted. 
TABLE 9 
PREVIOUS ADULT COURT OFFENSES 
Nones 12 
Court reoords 5 
Violenoe and Aggression and Drunkenness 1 
Evasion of Responsibility 1 
Auto Law Violation and Drunkenness 1 
Auto Law Violation 2 
Total 17 
Twelve .fathers had DO adult court record. Five had been known 
to the oourt for the offenses listed iD Table 9• 
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TABLE 10 
ADMISSION OF OVERT DELINQUENCY 
Denial of anya 8 
"Nothing serious"• 6 
Juvenile court record: 1 
Not stateda 
Total 
2 
17 
Eight fathers denied any delinquent activity. Six admitted delin-
quencies suoh as breaking windows or stealing cherries. often describing 
them as •nothing serious". One had been known to the court for a variety 
of offenses including breaking and entering and larceny and runaway. 
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1 The presence of the father in oourt with his son and his recollec-
1 tion of the case disposition are related in Table 11 to the length of time 
I 
in months between the hearing and the interview. 
TABLE 11 
PRESENCE IN COURT WITH SON AND ~O~TION RELATED TO LAPSE IN TIME 
I -------------------------------------------------------------------
1 
I 
Months Between 
Court Hearing 
and Interview 
Not 
Present 
Present 
Correct Incorrect Not Remembered Total 
Of the twelve fathers present in court with their sons, ten oould 
28 
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11 not remember or were incorrect in remembering what happened and whether the 1 
boy was placed on Probation or committed to the Youth Service Board with 
', suspension of this sentence. This does not appear related to the length 
of time between the court hearing and the interview. 
The fatherts feelings about the court and probation can be seen 
1 in Table 12. Attitudes toward the court relate to the specific incident 
1 of the court hearing whereas attitudes toward probation relate to the oon-
•1 
1 tinued supervision. Ambivalence i .n his feeling about the court was charao-
1 
II terized by indications of both unfairness in the boy• s being prosecuted 
and a feeling that it was helpful to have the court take over the punish-
1
1 ment. I Ambivalence regarding probation was characterized by a feeling of 
probation being punishment but the effectiveness wavered. 
I 
II 
II 
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TABLE 12 
FEELING ABOUT PROBATION AND COURT 
----------------- 11 
Court I 
Probatioc _____________________________ 11 
Unf'air iii Ambi va-
Boy Being lent 
Prosecuted 
Punishing but 
ineffective 1 
I 
I 
Ambivalent 
I 
1l Punishing an.d 
effective 1 4 
:1 Treatment, helping 
II II UIIknOWll l 
,I Total 2 5 
I 
'I 
Helpful in 
Takit1g Over 
Punishment 
3 
4 
7 
Father 
was 
Unclear 
1 
2 
3 
Total 
4 
1 
9 
0 
3 
17 
I None of the seventeen fathers viewed probation as treatmect in 
I helping his son with his problems. Thirteec viewed it as punishing being 
I either effective or ineffective. The fact that those who felt the court 
was helpful in punishing but probation was ineffective in this role may 
indicate their expectation of severe punishment for their boys. 
Seven viewed the court as helpful ic taking over the punishment 
of the boy and five had mixed feelings between the court being helpful and 
'I it being unfair in prosecuting the charge. 
I ~I 
i 
The fathers• feelings about his own tather•s and mother's interest 
I in him as a boy are presented in Table 13. Negative means a. predominant 
11 
1 lack of interest, hostility, or little contact. Positive indicates a warm, 
I 
'I loving, interested relationship. Ambivalent indicates inconsistency in 
1 being either positive or negative. 
TABIB 13 
FDLING ABOUT OWN PARENTS INTEREST IN HD4 
I Mother Father 
I Died Negative Ambiva- Positive Unknown Total I Early lent 
I I Not know 
lfa.ther 1 1 2 
II I Negative 1 1 3 5 
II Ambivalent 2 3 5 
!I Positive 1 2 3 
II 
2 2 1 Unknown 
I 
II 
Total 2 1 5 7 2 17 
I Ten of the fathers felt their own fathers were unintere·sted in them 
or were not sure the father was interested. Seven felt their mothers were 
warm, giving, loving persons. Five were not sure. None felt both parents 
interested, warm and loving. 
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I 
I 
!I 
The major manner of relating to the interviewer is compared in 
Table 14 to the father's description of the boy's perQonality. 
RELATIONSHIP WITH INTERVIEWER AND DESCRIPTION OF SON 
Father Views Boy 
Relationship with 
Interviewer 
Withdrawn Active Not Stated Total 
Adolescent 
Hostile. controlling 3 3 
Expressed freely 4 2 1 7 
Withdrawn 4 2 1 7 
Total 11 4 2 17 
Eleven fathers viewed their sons as being quiet and withdrawn. 
Four felt their sons were normal active adolescents. Two did not state. 
Seven fathers were withdrawn and uncommunicative in. the interview. 
Seven seemed to express themselves freely. Three were hostile and con-
trolling. all of whom described the son as withdrawn. 
II Several fathers thanked the interviewer tor his interest in them 
j and their sons. Some desired the interviewer to 'Visit the home to talk: 
with their wives and to see the home environment. 
I' 
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The acceptability of the offense to the father and his reason tor 
the commission are presented in Table 15. 
TABLE 15 
ACCEPTABILITY OF OFFENSE AND REASON COMMITTED 
Ten fathers felt the reason for their son• s being involved in. the 
offense was his hanging with the wrong gang or at least one boy. Only four 
'I felt their son had problems and the offense may have been sympathetic. One 
felt the parents were to blame and one blamed the police for not oatohing 
the boys earlier. 
Ten found the offense unacceptable describing it as a •stupid 
The father's opinion regarding his son•s schooling is presented in 
Table 16. 
TABLE 16 
BOY• S SCHOOLING 
Going wells 3 
Disappointed a 9 
Accepting with 
reser-vations. 3 
Should work• 1 
Unknowns 1 
Total 17 
Only three fathers felt school was going well for their sons. Nine 
were disappointed that the boy wasn•t doing better or was continuing in 
school. Three accepted the school difficulty as they themselves bad had 
II trouble in aohool but did wish the boy would do better. One felt his aon 
I 
1 should work. 
-=· 
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The father's aspirations for his son and the boy's awn aspirations 
are related in Table 17. 
WLE 17 
FATHER'S ASPIRATIONS FOR SON AND BOY'S ASPIRATIONS FOR HIMSELF 
Father's Aspirations for Boy 
Boy's Aspirations 
Father Wants Same 
Better Than Level Lower None Total 
Himself' 
II Father wants higher 
than boy 6 6 
Want same 2 1 3 
Father wants less 
than boy 1 1 
Father not know boy•a 
aspirations 4 1 2 7 
Total 12 2 1 2 17 
Seven fathers did not know what their sons wanted to do. Six had 
higher aspirations for the boy than the boy wanted. One felt his son 
oould not reaoh his goal. 
Twelve fathers wanted the son to do better occupationally than he 
had done. Thia includes all six of the fathers who had higher aspirations 
than did the boy. 
II 
I 
The father's attitudes toward his son's dating and peer relation-
II ships are presented in Table 18. 
TABLE 18 
ATTITUDE TOWARD BOY'S DATING AND PEER RELATIONSHIPS 
Dating 
Peers 
Approve ·· Disapprove N~ Dfl,ting 
Uno onoerned Fearful or Total 
No Opinion 
II 
Leader 2 2 
Easily led 1 II 7 11 
I Few friends 1 1 
Don•t know 1 2 3 
Total 3 3 11 17 
Eleven fathers felt their sons were easily led. One had few 
I friends~ Three didn't know. 
Eleven fathers knew ot no dating by his son or had no opinion about 
it. Three were disappointed in their son•s ohoioe of girl friend or were 
tearful ot what might happen. Three approved of their son's ohoioe ot girl 
1 friend. 
I 
'I 
:I 
'I 
l 
I 
The boy's relationships within the family as viewed by father are 
presented in Table 19. The fathers who frequently did things with their 
sons, played sports, attended sport events, and shared interests around 
the home. Occasional mutual participation is characterized by an oooa-
aional sports event. 
TABLE 19 
BOY• S RELATIONSHIPS WITHIN FAMILY 
Father and Son Do Things Together 
Boy Among Siblings 
Frequently Oooasionally Never Total 
Protective 1 1 
Pals, olose 3 1 4 
Not oloae 2 2 4 8 
No siblings 1 1 2 
Unknown 1 1 2 
Total 2 7 8 17 
Eight fathers stated that their children were not close to each 
other and were always fighting. Five felt they were olose. Four did not 
state or the boy had no sibling. 
Eight fathera never did anything with their sons and seven only 
occasionally did. Only two frequently did things with their sons suoh as 
playing sparta, attending sports events, and work around the house. 
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In Table 20 is presented the father's and son's interests in the 
family oar and driving. 
I TABLE 20 
1 INTEREST IN FAMILY CAR AND DRIVING 
Father's Interest in Car 
Not own oars 4 
Not work on cars 8 
Repair oar with sons :; 
Unknown: 2 
Total 17 
II 
I Driving ot Son 
Not drives 4 
Father not sure: 5 
Father taught: :; 
Friend taught s 1 
Sibling taught: 1 
Picked it upc :; 
Total 17 
Eleven fathers own a oar but only three have shared this interest 
with their sons either by working on the oar together or teaching their 
sons to drive. Four fathers stated their sons did not know how to drive 
and five were not sure. The offense of' Using an Auto without Authority 
would not necessarily mean each boy drove the oar as he could have been a 
passenger in a stolen. oar. 
Conditions regarding discipline of' the boy, by whom and how when by I, 
are presented in Table 21. 
TABLE 21 
DISCIPLINE 
Usual Disciplinarian 
Type by Father 
Mother Father Both Total 
I 
Talk or deprive l 3 4 II 
Talk1 depri ve1 I and/or strike 3 3 
I "Good Hoking" 2 2 
Father uncertain 
of' methods 1 1 2 
Father not men-
tion methods 4 2 6 
Total 5 6 6 17 
In five oases the mother was the disciplinarian. In twelve oases 
the father handled all or part of the discipline of the boy. Of the six 
cases in whioh the father was the primary disciplinarian, five of the 
fathers made mention of physical punishments. 
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In Table 22 the father's relationship within the family and his 
attitude to the boy oan be seen. A negative attitude includes a laok of 
interest. hostility. or rejection. A positive attitude is warm. aooepting. I 
and loving. Ambivalence is characterized by inoonsistenoy in the atti- j 
tude. 
-TABLE 22 
FATHER• S ATTITUDE TO BOY AND FATHER1 S RELATIONSHIP TO FAMILY 
--------11 
Re·lationship to Family 
Attitude 
to Boy Passive Passive but Aggressive Unknown Total 
Foroed into 
Aotive 
Negative 4 2 2 8 
Ambivalent l 4 1 1 7 
Positive 2 2 
Total 7 6 1 17 
Eight of the fathers were uninterested in the boy. not knowing 
muoh about him. hostile toward him or rejecting ot him. Seven varied not 
being consistent in their attitudes. Only two were aooepting and warm in 
their attitudes toward their sons. 
Thirteen of the fathers were passive in relation to the family. 
taking little interest or no leading role in the family life. Six of 
these were .f'oroed into a more primary family role by oiroumstanoea auoh 
as the wite being deceased. ill. or working ·nights. 
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Recognition or early difficulty is related in Table 23 to the 
father• s feeling about psyohiatrio help for his son. 
EARLY DIFFICULTY RELATED TO NEED FOR PSYCHIATRIC HELP 
Need for Psychiatric Help 
Early Diffioulty 
Yes No Not Sure Total 
Grammar sohool 
aoademio 1 2 1 4 
Grammar aohool 
behavioral 1 1 
II 
High sohool 
aoademio l 2 
High sohool 
behavioral 1 1 
None 1 6 l 8 
Total 3 12 2 17 
Only five fathers saw same difficulty while their sons were still 
in grammar sohool. With four of these the difficulty was in learning. 
Four felt the trouble started in high sohool with three noting a drop in 
academia grades. Eight fathers felt there was no previous ditfioulty. 
None sought help at the time of seeing the difficulty. 
Twelve were emphatically against any psyohiatrio treatment for 
their sons. Three felt the boy oould profit from treatment. Of these. 
one father had himselt had a brief oontaot with a psychiatrist. and another 
I had a relative in the tield with whom he planned to oonsult regarding es-
11 
I 
tabliahment ot treatment. The third was subsequently referred to a Family 
Agenoy. 
The manner of relating to the interviewer was prooeased against 
II most of the data involving attitudes. Most of the tabulations were soat-
I 
I 
In Table 24 the tared or ooinoided with findings trom previous tables. 
relationship with the interviewer is related to the father's attitude to-
I ward his son. 
RELATIONSHIP WITH INTERVIEWER RElATED TO FATHER• S ATTITUDE TOWARD SON 
Relationship with Interviewer 
Attitude toward Son 
Hostile Expressed Withdrawn Total 
Freely 
Negative 2 6 8 
Ambivalent 6 1 7 
Positive 1 1 2 
Total 3 7 7 17 
Six of the seven fathers who were wi thdra.wn in the interview were 
hostile toward or uninterested in their sons. Two or. the three who were 
hostile toward the interviewer were also hostile toward or uninterested in 
their eons. Six of the seven who seemed to relate well with the inter-
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viewer showed some ambivalent feelings toward their sons. II 
The admission ot the father' a own overt delinquencies was processed II 
with a variety ot data. Here again the tabulations were generally scat-
tered. In Table 25 the admission o1' overt delinquencies ia related to the 
1 aon•a relationships with his peers. 
,, 
TABI» 25 
ADMISSION OF OVERT DELINQUENCIES RElATED TO SON'S PEEm RElATIONSHIPS 
Admission of Overt Delinquencies 
Son•s Peer 
Relationships 
Denial "Nothing Juvenile UnknOWD Total 
of any Serious" Court Record 
Leader 2 2 
Easily led 1 4 11 
Few friends 1 1 
Father not know 2 1 3 
Total 8 6 1 2 17 
Seven ot the eight fathers who denied any overt delinquencies felt 
their sons were easily led. Four of the six who telt they themselves had 
been involved in no serious ottenses telt their sons were easily led. 
The acceptability ot the offense was processed with a variety ot 
the material. In Table 26 the acceptability ot the ottense to the father 
is related to the tathert s attitude toward his son. 
I 
TABLE 26 
ACCEPUBILITY OF OFFENSE RElATED TO A.TTITUDE TOWARD BOY 
Attitude 
toward 
Acceptability of Offense 
Boy Acceptable Unacceptable Total 
Negative 5 3 8 
Ambivalent 1 6 7 
Positive 1 1 2 
Total 7 10 17 
Five of the seven fathers who felt the offense was acceptable also 
had a negative. hostile attitude toward their sons. More than one-halt of 
the ten fathers who felt the offense was unacceptable showed ambivalence 
in their attitude toward their sons. 
In Table 27 the acceptability of the offense to the father is re-
lated to the father's relationship to the family. 
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TABLE 27 
ACCEPTABILITY OF OFFENSE RELATED TO FATHER• S RELATIONSHIP TO FAMILY 
Acceptability of Offense 
Relationship 
to Family 
Acceptable Unaooeptable Total 
Passive 5 2 7 
Passive but forced 
into active role 6 6 
Aggressive 1 2 3 
Unknown 1 1 
Total 7 10 17 
Five of the seven fathers who were unconcerned about the offense 
are passive in relation to the family. Six of the ten fathers who felt 
the offense was unacceptable were passive in relation to the family but 
were forced into a more active role. This includes the total group of 
passive fathers foroed into a more active role. 
In Table 28. Which relates the acceptability of the offense to the 
primary disciplinarian. a similar pattern evolves. 
TABLE 28 
ACCEPTABILITY OF OFFENSE RELATED TO TEE PRIMARY DISCIPLINARIAN 
Primary 
Disciplinarian 
Mother 
Father 
Both 
Total 
Acceptability of Offense 
Acceptable Unaooeptable Total 
4 1 5 
1 5 6 
2 4 6 
7 10 17 
In four out of five oases where the mother was the primary disci-
plinarian, the father felt the offense was aooeptable. In five out at six 
oases where the father was the primary disciplinarian, he felt the offense 
was unacceptable. 
II 
CHAPTER V 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 
Twenty-nine of the forty-eight, or more than one-half of the boys 
known to the oourt for the offenses of Using an Auto without Authority or 
Larceny of Auto did not come from homes where the father was physically 
absent. As these boys have not experienced a physical loss of their fa-
thers, there must be other reasons within the fa~her-son relationship for 
the poor superego development and aoting out. 
It is seen from Tables 1 through 9 that the seventeen fathers' ages 
range from forty to sixty. More than half were in their thirties at the II 
time of this delinquent son's birth. Almost three-fourths are Catholic, as 
1 would be expected from the general ooJ!Dll.unity population, but ohuroh attend- l1 
anoe is generally not regular·. Almost three-fourths presently reside in or 
,, 
I 
near the town of their birth. Educationally, slightly over one-half attend-
ed school beyond grammar school. 
The size of family ranges from one to nine children with sixteen 
,I having six or less children. The number of boys per family ranges from one 
to five. In six cases the delinquent son is the only son. In four other 
1 oases he is the oldest son and in five other cases he is the youngest son. 
It bas been suggested that the oldest son is most susceptible to acting out 
the parents• impulses. This would indicate that the youngest may be at 
least as susceptible. It is not known whether all the older brothers were 
• also delinquent. 
Fourteen of the seventeen fathers are employed, the majority being 
in skilled or unskilled employment. The remaining three are self-employed. 
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The individual jobs indicate outdoor an.d hard labor occupations. Almost 
three-fourths have been in their present employment longer than holding 
jobs in the past. Almost one-half hold jobs requiring greater experience 
or training from past jobs. This ind.ioates that these fathers a.re now 
more stable in their employment than in the past. It oan be implied from 
this that the majority of these fathers were unstable in their employment 
in the past with the same relationship to their families. It would be tm-
portant to investigate this further in relation to their aon•s development. 
II About three-quarters have no adult court record. Almost one-halt' 
II denied any delinquent behavior in their youth while about one-third ad-
mitted activity described as •nothing serious•. This was processed 
11 against other areas of interest but two distinct groups of fathers did not 
,, 
I bee ome clear. 
About three-quarters or twelve of the fathers attended the court 
hearing with their sons. but ten of these could not remember or were in-
correct in remembering what happened. As this is not related to the 
I length of time between the court hearing and the interview. it is suggested 
I that this area could be further studied as to why these fathers block 
I 
11 either in the situation or in later recollection. 
II 
None of the fathers viewed probation as treatment whereas over 
I three-fourths viewed it as punishment being either effective or ineffective. 
!I 
:I 
Almost one-hall' felt the court was helpful in taking over the punishment. 
Peck and Bellsmith refer to parents viewing treatment as a challenge to 
II their e.uthority.1 Although these fathers do not view probation as treat-
! ment, a large group does see probation as helpful in taking over their 
I responsibility. In Table 22 it was seen that over three-fourths of the 
\ fathers tend to be passive in relation to the family. This coincides with 
.I Falsberg' s description of fathers of delinquents. 2 It would appear from 
I this that these fathers have a need for a punishing authority figure to oon-
1 
trol their sons and perhaps themselves. It would be important to compare 
these findings with fathers of boys of other offenses before a generalize.-
tion can be made. In terms of treatment this is a positive indication for 
the formation of a relationship with an authority figure with whom the fa-
ther can develop an identification. 
Almost two-thirds of these men felt their own fathers were unin-
'I terested in them or were not sure of their 
:1 fourths were rated the same way with their 
interest. 
own sons. 
More than three-
The fathers in gen-
eral tended to feel their mothers were more interested, but none felt both 
parents were interested, warm, giving and accepting of them. It would ap-
pear that negative identification has occurred with these fathers in terms 
of interest in their children. These fathers appear also to have had dit-
j fioulty with their masculine identification, further indications· of which 
I 
1 will be discussed later. 
1Harris Peck and Virginia Bellsmith, Treatment of the Delinquent 
' Adolescent, P• 17. 
2Martin Falsberg, •setting Limits with the Juvenile Delinquent,• 
Social Casework, vol. 38 (March, 1957), P• 139• 
I 
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About two-thirds of the fathers viewed their sons as quiet and 
withdrawn. The father's manner of re~ating to the interviewer varied. 
Less than. halt were withdrawn and the same number seemed to relate easily. 
This was processed against a variety of areas. In Table 24 the relation-
I ship to the interviewer is related to the father's attitude toward his son. 
Six of the seven fathers who were withdrawn were felt to have a negative 
attitude toward their sons. The same number who appeared to express them-
selves freely showed same ambivalence in their attitudes toward their 
sons. Those fathers who relate well show same positive feelings for their 
sons. This is a positive indication for treatment of this group in that 
they are able to relate positively and through this relationship, their 
positive interest in their sons could be strengthened. 
In regard to the boy's offenae. more than halt found the offense 
unacceptable. However. about two-thirds of the fathers tended to project 
the difficulty mostly to the gang behavior. In regard to peer relation-
ships about the same number felt their sons were easily led. About halt of 
the fathers saw no early difficulty or problem with their sons. This 
agrees with the point made by Mullan that parents. because of their own 
intrapsychic difficulties, do not see symptoms progress.3 Even with the 
present severe behavior ~ptoms, although they find it unacceptable. they 
tend to verbalize denial of any problem and almost three-fourths felt 
treatment of their son.s was not needed. The only fathers feeling treat-
ment may help were ones who themselves had same contact with psychiatry. 
3Hugh Mullan, "Fathers and Children". Lecture published by the 
Auxiliary Council of the Association for the Advancement of Psychoanalysis, 
P• 4• 
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The father's admission of his own delinquencies was rel&ted to his view of 
I 
II his son•s peer relationships in Table 25. Seven of the eight fathers who 
denied any overt delinquency felt their sons were easily led. It would ap-
11 pear that, to this group, to admit delinquencies would mean to be easily 
led. This does not coincide with the concept of masculinity in our society 
as the rugged tough male. 
Only three of the fathers felt school was going well for their 
sons. More than one-halt were disappointed in the boy•s school adjustment 
and learning. The father's occupational aspirations tended to be high. 
About three-fourths wanted the boy to attain a higher goal occupationally 
I 
than he himself had attained. Almost one-halt did not know what the boy•s 
aspirations were and about the same number had higher aspirations than the 
,, boy. This shows evidence agreeing with the theory that fathers attempt to 
fulfill their own lives through those of their children.4 
II From this material and the previously stated facts regarding em-
I ployment it would appear that work is more important to these fathers than 
I are interpersonal relations. Attempts were made to include in the schedule 
II information regarding the wife and relationships with employer and fellow 
employees. However, the fathers were reticent to discuss these. Therefore 
,, data is lacking. It would be important to understand more in these areas. 
Judging from their attitudes about the boy's relationships, there seems to 
I be little concern in these areas. The stability of employment, the type of 
I I emplOJ<ment, the relationships with 
I ____ _ 
I 
their own fathers, and their denial of 
4tbid., P• 3• 
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overt delinquencies related to his son's peer relationships, implies that 
the father's own intrapsychic difficulties revolve around his own masculin-
1 II ity. They seem to feel a need to prove their masculinity primarily through 
the area of work. Familial relationships apparently are considered the 
feminine role by a large group of these fathers. 
In regard to dating two-thirds of the fathers knew of no dating by 
II their fifteen to seventeen year old sons or had no opinion regarding it. 
About one-half felt the boy was not close to his siblings. About one-halt 
of the fathers never did anything with their sons and almost the same num-
ber only occasionally did. Only three fathers have shared an interest in 
the oar with their sons. 
II The primary means of relating to their sons seems to be in the 
II area of discipline. In about three-fourths of the oases the father pro-
11 
teased sole or part responsibility for discipline. ot the six oases where 
the father was sole disciplinarian, physical punishments were used in five 
oases. In one-halt of the cases the father was openly hostile, rejecting 
and uninterested in their sons. In only two cases was it felt he was in-
I II terested, warm, and giving. 
1 was felt to be passive in relation to the family and mutual interests al-
In about three-fourths of the oases the father 
l 
I 
II 
though in almost one-halt of these he was forced into a more active role. 
In Table 26 where the acceptability of the offense was related to 
the father's attitude toward the boy, five of the seven fathers, feeling 
the offense was acceptable, had a negative attitude toward the boy. Over 
half of those feeling the offense was unacceptable showed ambivalent teel-
11 ings toward the boy. This agrees with the theory that the parents experi-
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enoe gratification for their own hostile destructive wishes toward the boy 
who is destroyed by his behavior.5 
In Tables 27 and 28 where the acceptability ot the offense was re-
\\ lated to the .father's relationship to the family, a pattern evolves. Where 
I 
I the father is passive and the mother is the primary disciplinarian_ the fa-
ther tends to view the offense as acceptable. However, where he has been 
I forced into a more active role, he finds the offense to be unacceptable. 
Even when forced into a more active role, or when allowed to be more aa-
tive, the fathers seem to show greater concern tor the boy. It would be 
important here to study more fully the reasons for his passivity. The rea-
I sons may lie within intrapsychic difficulties of the father or may lie in 
1 the relationship with his wife who does not permit him to be more active 
in relation to the children. 
There are indications of intrapsychic difficulties within the fa-
thers of these boys who have used an Auto without Authority_ thus impairing 
their usefulness tor their sons as identification figures. The fathers 
tend to be passive and not to fulfill their role in their relationships 
with their sons and families. There is indication that this may be because 
of the father• a own insecurity in his masculinity. Though the majority ot 
these fathers cannot verbalize a motivation for treatment there are indica-
tiona for his need of such an authority figure. A group of fathers who 
were able to relate well in this interview and were ambivalent toward 
5MQry Giffin, Adelaide Johnson, and Edward Litin, •Antisocial 
Acting Out, A Symposium•, American Journal of Orthopsychiatry, vol. 21 
(October, 1954). P• 669. 
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their sons would probably profit from treatment which in turn would strength 
en their positive interest in their sons and thus help the boy. 
Aa there is at least one group of these fathers who, it is felt, 
oould profit from treatment, it ia questioned again why they are not in-
1 volved. Two answers are available. They cannot verbalize a desire for 
treatment, thus, they would need help toward aooepting treatment. The 
second reason is a oonoern in the setting. With 162 boys under supervision 
by the two male probation officers it is impossible for them to see the 
parents for treatment. Additional staff would help to alleviate this 
diff'ioulty. 
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APPENDIX A: LETTER SENT TO FATHERS 
Mr. 
Addr_e_s_s --
Dear Mr. • ------~ 
In the interest of your son•s progress while on Probation~ we 
feel that an interview with you is necessary. Will you kindly make arrange-
menta to see Mr. Jensen in the Probation Office on ~ 
------~ ---------at • 
It this is not convenient. we expect you to call Mr. Jensen at 
KI 7-3225 on Thursday or Friday. It he does not hear from you, he will 
expect you at the above time. 
Sin.cerely, 
Probation Officer 
_ ._:________ 
APPENDIX B: SCHEDULE 
Name: 
Birth date: 
Birth plaoea 
Religion (aotivity)s 
Work (part time or full): 
Sohool: 
Marriages 
Numbers 
Date ofs 
Type of Ceremonya 
Sooial Service Index: 
Sibling~" 
Agess 
Court reoordss 
Oooupation or sohool: 
Boy's probations 
Date starteds 
Length: 
Frevious offenses: 
Father 
Involvement (alone or with others): 
Work history of father: 
Number of jobs and typess 
Years on eaoh jobs 
Sohooling: 
How gets along with boss: 
How gets along with men on job: off job: 
Out of home and length of times 
servioes 
hospitals 
incarceration: 
alcoholisms 
separations: 
Father's attitude toward authority: 
Frevious court record 
Overt delinquencies - admission of these: 
Presenoe in oourt with son: if not, why: 
reoolleotion of hearings 
attitude about its 
Feeling about probations 
Mother Boy 
~===9F==================-==~=======================================~~========== 
View of Courts 
Attitude towards 
own fathera 
own mothers 
interviewer a 
Father• s attitude toward boys 
Attitude toward offense: 
other boys involved with sons 
reason for taking oars 
what going on in family at time' 
what did with oar: 
Attitude toward delinquency in general; i.e. toward other offenses suoh 
as Breaking and Entering and Laroenya 
Previous difficulty (sohool phobia or learning proble.m); 
what family dids 
Attitude towards boy's sohoolings 
works 
dating: 
vocational aspirations, 
Peer and sibling relationships: 
Father do things with son: 
father own oars 
father work on own oar with son: 
boy drives 
who taught: 
attitude toward boy's driving: 
Disoipline: 
who handles: 
how: 
disoussed between parents: 
General attitude toward boys 
how describe boy's personality: 
boy had any psyohiatrio help: 
father feel neededs 
Father's attitude toward wife: 
Her works 
View of mother (domineering, infantilizing): 
Share attitude with son: 
Father aggressive or passive in relation to family: 
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